57o	NOTES ON PERIOD IX	[1815-1867
This was not granted at once. Wellington said that " local responsible
government and the sovereignty of Great Britain are completely
incompatible." But it came into practice under lord elgin, Governor-
General (1846-54), who was Durham's son-in-law, and strongly,imbued
with his principles. He simply let the Canadian Parliament have its
own way, and learn by its own mistakes. " Responsible government"
was not formally granted until the passing of the british north
america act of 1867 (§ 302).
extract from durham's report.—" Perfectly aware of the value of
our colonial possessions, and strongly impressed with the necessity of
maintaining our connection with them, I know not in what respect
it can be desirable that we should interfere with their internal legisla-
tion. . . . The colonists may not always know what laws are best for
them, or which of their countrymen are best fitted for conducting their
affairs ; but at least they have a greater interest in coming to a right
judgment on these points, and will take greater pains to do so, than those
whose welfare is very slightly affected by the good or bad legislation of
these portions of the Empire."
No. 212.—THE PRINCE CONSORT (1819-1861).
Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg, Queen Victoria's cousin, married her
in 1840. Became a sort of confidential private secretary to her.
Studied the problems and welfare of his adopted nation with great
earnestness, especially the development of applied science and
education. Lacked sense of humour ; cared little for sport; was never
popular.
Anxious to maintain constitutional position of the Crown—objected
to Palmerston's off-hand treatment of the Queen over Foreign Affairs
(§ 291).
Was largely responsible for organising the Great Exhibition (§ 289).
Was extremely unpopular during the Crimean War—unjustly
accused of being pro-Russian, and of caring only for the interests of
Germany in the matter.
Played a valuable part in smoothing over the Trent incident (N2I3).
Died of typhoid (December 1861). Became a sort of sacred legend
to the Queen.
No. 213.—BRITAIN ANEf THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR.
The upper classes sided with the South.
Southerners were regarded  as  " gentlemen"  compared  with  the
commercial-minded " Yankees " of New England.
The lower classes sided with the North.
To which their friends had emigrated, there being no scope for white
labour in the Southern States.
The Alabama Incident.—The Government " winked at " the build-
ing of warships for the Confederate Government in British shipyards.

